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Flags of Hope Project and Video

Launched by Ware River Valley Domestic Violence Task Force 
Video Release January 6, 2021
Ware– A video of Hope Flags will be released January 6th by members of the Ware River Valley Domestic Violence Task Force. The Task Force hopes to start 2021 off with a positive message given how difficult 2020 has been for all communities.   
When the 6th Annual Walk Against Abuse was cancelled last Fall due to COVID, members of the Task Force decided it was time to do something uplifting and strengthening for 2021. They asked community members to make flags responding to the question, “What does connection and respect look like in our community?” The group then collected over 75 flags and created a short video that will be released broadly on January 6th, 2021. 
The video starts by explaining the connection between the flags and domestic violence. Mutual respect is the foundation of a healthy relationship. By promoting respect as a community norm, the Task Force hopes to support a community culture that prevents abuse. Strong connections prevent the isolation that allows domestic violence to flourish. By promoting community connections, the Task Force hopes that anyone who experiences abuse will reach out and get support as soon as possible. 
Task Force members also want to focus on the positive 
The Task Force was founded in 2000 and works to prevent and respond to domestic violence in Ware, Hardwick and Warren. The Task Force is comprised of community members, community service providers and local survivors of domestic violence. To learn more, contact the Task Force by Facebook, www.waredvtaskforce.org, 413-758-0605 or wrvdvtaskforce@gmail.com. 
The video and can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oewCAbSgm98 (4 minute version or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nMO_04UVT7s (2 minute version).

